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eflections from the pastor 

Welcome to 2023! 

As we start this new year, a number of differences will 
be apparent—soon, if not already. 

First of all, as of Jan. 1, 2023, our church is now Marvin 
Methodist Church, a Global Methodist Community. 
We are a part of a new and exciting denomination in 
community with many other Methodist communities 
with which we have been in connection for decades. 
Marvin is now a part of the Eastern Texas Conference 
of the Global Methodist Church (GMC). 

Additionally on New Year’s Day, we opened the year 
and our first day in the GMC with a Wesley Covenant 
Service using our new hymnals Our Great Redeemer’s 
Praise. 

This past year, our church faced great challenges 
particularly in our successful effort to disaffiliate from 
our prior denomination and join the GMC. In moving 
forward, we look to the future with bright anticipation 
of great things happening here at 300 W. Erwin as they 
have been happening on this very site for more than 
130 years. Thank all of you who have supported 
Marvin Church and our endeavors “to change in 
order that we might remain the same.” 

The year 2023 also brings changes for me personally.  
On June 30, 2022, I turned 66 years old having 
planned to retire as of that date. But with John Wayne 
McMann’s leaving and Brandy Stevens and Jacob 
Joiner coming on board all happening as of that 
same June 30, my leaving would have precluded my 
friend and our senior pastor Dr. Doug Baker from 
having the opportunity to take a much-needed two-
month sabbatical. And so I elected to defer my formal 
full-time retirement to Dec. 31, 2022. 

As my final opportunities to preach from the Marvin 
pulpit, I was blessed to lead the 9 and 11 p.m. 
Christmas Eve services in the sanctuary as well as lead 
worship on Christmas Day. 

Going forward, I will work part-time with my primary 
focus on congregational care. My plan is to follow my 
passion in serving our homebound community and 
their families particularly in end-of-life situations—so I 
will still be in the office several days during the week. I 
truly believe God is not finished with me yet, even in 
retirement. 

As I write this letter, I can’t help but think back to 2007 
when Laura and I first came to Tyler and began 
attending Marvin Church. We participated in a class 
led by Dr. Baker entitled Finding Your Spiritual Gifts. 
After taking a self-assessment and with input from 
family and friends, my identified spiritual gifts came 
back as (1) teaching, (2) preaching and (3) 
leadership. Then on Jan. 18, 2009, as I was attending 

Sunday morning 
worship in the 
Marvin sanctuary, I 
experienced an 
undeniable calling 
to ministry as the 
congregation sang 
Here I Am Lord. I 
had no idea where 
that call would lead me, but I knew it was a call I 
could not decline. And, from that point, it was as if 
God opened door after door to make my ministry a 
reality. But perhaps the widest door God opened was 
to allow me to come back to my home church and 
serve here at Marvin since June of 2010—starting part-
time then moving to full-time in 2012 and then serving 
as executive pastor since 2017. Never in a million years 
would I have dreamed of serving as a pastor at this 
great church. 

Ironically, some of my most interesting experiences 
have come when Dr. Baker was either sick or on 
vacation or sabbatical. In particular, Christmas Eve 
2021 when Doug was sick and I filled in to preach all 
four services that night—an evening I will ever 
remember. 

And who present will ever forget Monday, Sept. 19, 
2022, when Dr. Baker collapsed in the middle of our 
disaffiliation vote and I was able to assist Bishop Scott 
Jones to close out that historic night. 

I will forever owe a debt of gratitude for those who 
trusted me and my responding to God’s call—in 
particular, District Superintendent Nick Sholars, Dr. 
John Robbins, Dr. Doug Baker and Bishop Scott Jones. 
And to my bride Laura; I am thankful for her support 
and patience during the challenges of ministry. 

But most of all, I want to thank you, the members of 
Marvin Methodist Church, for your support, your love 
and your prayers over these past 12 years of ministry. 
The seventh chapter of Matthew’s Gospel reminds us 
to ask, to seek and to find. That has been my life and 
ministry focus since Jan. 18, 2009. As I mentioned 
earlier, God is not finished with me yet. On Feb. 4, I will 
be ordained an elder at the GMC’s convening 
conference at Christ’s Church in College Station. I am 
forever grateful for this honor and to serve as one of 
your pastors here at Marvin Methodist Church. 

May the Peace of God which passes all 
understanding guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

In Christ’s love, 

Gerry 

REV. GERRY GILES 
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News 

Generous gift makes a difference 

Growing together in Christ. Building deeper 
relationships. Meeting Spiritual needs. Cultivating a 
sense of belonging. Having Spiritual conversations. 
Building lasting relationships. Being accountable. 

These are all goals of a meaningful and vibrant 
Student Ministry. To better meet our students’ needs, 
Marvin is launching a new ministry format based on a 
small group model. We call it Covenant Groups. 

Launching this month, Covenant Groups will be 
grade and gender groups led by trained adult 
volunteers. The groups will meet in host homes or at 
Marvin on different nights. Students will sign up 
electronically with a link or QR code that will be 
made available soon. Covenant groups will remain 
open and available for students to join any time 
during the winter/spring semester. 

The biggest change coming with our new direction 

will be no more Sunday 
night meetings. Instead, 
we will meet once a 
month at UNITE, a huge, 
themed night of fun, food 
and celebration bringing 
all our students and 
leaders together. UNITE is 
also a chance for new 
students to explore 
Marvin’s Student Ministry 
and to find a Covenant 
Group. 

We are recruiting and training new Covenant Group 
leaders and looking for host homes and adult 
volunteers. Contact Jeff Campbell if you would like to 
know more (jcampbell@marvin.church). 

Students 

Changing directions 

On Nov. 11 of this year, 
Marvin Church received an 
estate gift of $1.75 million 
from the estate of June Flock, 
who passed away July 2. A 
second gift from her estate 
was received Dec. 5 in the 
amount of $125,000, bringing 
the total to $1.875 million. On 
Tuesday, Dec. 6, the 
Administrative Council voted 
unanimously to distribute the 
gift in the following way: 

• Marvin Methodist Church Foundation, $1,000,000 

• Bronze signage replacement for the Bois D’ Arc and Erwin corner by the sanctuary, $20,000 

• Amazing Grace Primary School in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, $250,000 

• Truett Seminary Scholarship Endowment for Wesley House Methodist students preparing for ministry in the 
GMC, $100,000 

• Flock Outdoor Recreation Area (old newspaper loading dock-Elm Street), $100,000 

• Strategic Resources to implement Strategic Plan Ministry Initiatives, $355,000 

The trustees are also exploring the possibility of updating the courtyard to encourage weekday and Sunday use 
by downtown residents and church members. 

The Flock Estate gift is a transformational gift. It almost doubles the Marvin Methodist Foundation, which will 
double its annual disbursements. Last year’s Foundation distributions purchased a school bus for the Amazing 
Grace School in Africa, helped with facility improvements and provided funds for a marriage retreat.  

Generosity is shown in many ways and blesses many different people. Thank you Marvin family for all the ways 
you help advance God’s Kingdom through your giving. 

New start in the new year 
This Sanctuary Service series will explore new 

beginnings: Going deeper in faith and practice 

with greater intentionality and passion as we 

pursue God in this new season in the church.  
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Stewardship 

Marvin Church 

300 W. Erwin Street 

Tyler, TX 75702 

Financial update through November 

 Nov. budget Nov. actual YTD budget YTD actual 

Gifts/other income $   403,502 $ 435,539 $ 3,599,700 $ 3,587,209 

Expenditures $   340,903 $ 358,059 $ 4,054,059 $ 3,869,865 

Excess/(shortage) $     62,599 $   77,480 $ (454,359) $  (282,656) 

Attendance 

Nov. 20 ........................................................ 607 Dec. 4 ........................................................ 850 

Nov. 27 ........................................................ 643 Dec. 11 ................................................... 1,056 

Memorials  
and gifts  
as of Dec. 9 

ETERNAL FLAME: 

In honor of  

Gina & Doug Baker 

Beverly & Ed Langley 

In memory of  

Tom Eckert 

Belinda & Steven 

Adams 

Nancy & Glenn 

Browne 

Judy Burleson 

In memory of  

Bruce Fox 

Evelyn Babb 

Sandy & Paul Sipes 

In memory of Mary 

Frances Griffiths 

Divina & Bobby Ball 

In memory of 

Mildred Hill 

Elaine & Steve 

Pickett 

In memory of Peyton 

Jones 

Mr. & Mrs. William 

Rogers 

In memory of  

Dan Olson 

Judy Burleson 

MISSIONS 

In honor of  

Jane & Don Smith 

Gina & Doug Baker 

MUSIC 

In honor of Marilyn & 

John Hardy 

Adele Regan 

In memory of  

Judy York 

Richard York 

NEW ORGAN 

In memory of  

Judy York 

Mary Beth & Jim 

Dawes 

WOMENS MINISTRY 

In honor of  

Kaye Ferrier 

Jan & Brent 

McCauley 

As Christians, we give for many 
reasons: 

We give because God first gave to 
us. 

We give because we love God. 

We give because it is what we are 
called to do. 

We give because it is part of our 
Wesleyan theology. 

We give to make ministry and mission 
happen. 

We give because, together, we can 
do what no individual or 
congregation can do separately. 

Excerpt from What Happens When 
You Give booklet, Marvin Church 

Honor loved ones and friends 

with Valentine gifts 

Share the love by making a gift in 
honor of a friend or loved one to 
Marvin Church for Valentine’s Day. A 
Valentine will be mailed to the person 
you are honoring. The deadline is Feb. 
6 for Valentine’s Day mail delivery.  

Contact the business office for more 
information.  

Stewardship 

Why do we give? 

All things come from God, through God, and return to God. Praise Him 
forever! (Romans 11:36). 

News 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22, marks the beginning of the season of Lent. The 
imposition of ashes is first recorded in the Book of Job: Therefore I despise myself 
and repent in dust and ashes (42:6). Ashes are an outward and visible symbol of 
repentance, an expression of our desire to follow Christ. Make plans to worship 
as one church at 6 p.m. Feb 22 in the sanctuary. 

Ash Wednesday is Feb. 22 

We will kick off January with volleyball at 6 p.m. on Thursdays. If you are 
interested in basketball, contact Stephan Perkins (sjperkins07@gmail.com). 
Pickleball will be at 10 a.m. on Wednesdays. 

Play volleyball, basketball, pickleball 
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Discipleship 

Midweek classes begin 
on Wednesday, Jan 18, 
with the first Midweek 
meal and a preview of 
our discipleship 
opportunities on Wednesday, Jan 11. 

Midweek occurs on Wednesday nights from January to 
April and includes food, fellowship and transformation. 
Each week the $5 meal begins at 5 p.m. and classes are 
from 6 to 7 p.m. Register for these classes on the website. 
Contact Marc Donaldson with any questions 
(mdonaldson@marvin.church). 

History of Christianity 

In recent months we have navigated the parting of the  

ways of the UMC and the Global Methodist Church. This  

isn't the first time the church has evolved over time and it 

won't be the last. Join us as we explore the story of the 

Christian church from the book of Acts across two millennia 

to the present day—and look forward in hope to the 

decades to come.  

• Taught by Robert Hand 

• Jan. 18 to March 29 

Catechism for the Global Methodist Church 

A catechism is an educative and regulative formulation 
of church doctrine. The goal of catechesis is to 
understand, recall, profess and enjoy the church’s 
essential teachings, which includes the essence of the 
central theological confessions of the church as well as 
the essential doctrinal commitments of the GMC 
denomination.  

• Taught by Jan McCauley  

• Jan. 18 to March 29 

Emotionally Healthy Relationships 

This powerful eight-week course will equip you with 
practical tools to really love people in difficult situations 
and mature into an adult follower of Jesus. 

• Led by Brad Streit 

• Feb. 1 to April 19 

• Morning and evening options 

Frank Budde Christian Leadership Initiative 

This class is designed to develop Christian leadership in the church and community and provide a small-group 
experience where skills learned can be discussed. See the article above right for details. 

Other classes 

This year we are also planning some short-term options before and after Easter. These classes will be available 
for registration on the website. Contact Marc Donaldson with any questions (mdonaldson@marvin.church). 

May God would give us a hunger for more of him and a deep desire to grow and to go with him, both as 
individuals and as a team—but much more so as a church.  

Midweek classes begin Jan. 11 

Christian Leadership Initiative 

Starting Jan. 17 and 18, the Frank Budde Christian 

Leadership Initiative is back to train Christian leaders 

for service in the church and the community.  

Weekly presenters will be Dr. Doug Baker and his 

mentor in ministry and popular teacher, Dr. Pat Day. 

Between the two leaders, they share 75 years of 

ministry experience in the local church.  

The Tuesday class will be offered at noon in Pirtle 

Hall with a $5 lunch, and Wednesday participants 

will meet at 6 p.m. in the church library. Meetings 

will include lecture, table discussion, leadership 

application and spiritual exercises to enrich one’s 

walk with the Lord and one’s servant leadership.  
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Missions 

Marvin Church is full of men and women, boys and girls who possess 
mission hearts and mission hands! 

You have given so freely of your skills, time and resources 
to bless countless individuals in the name of Christ. 

You have provided real hope and real help 
over and over again. 

In the coming weeks we will provide an overview 
of the 2022 Mission blessings provided by the Marvin Church family.
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Missions 

Missions updates 

January Serve Night 

Since the church will be 
closed on MLK Day, our 
January Serve Night will be 
held at 6 p.m. on Monday, 
Jan. 23. Our project is to make 
tie-blankets for the children in 
crisis. If you can tie a knot, you 
can make a blanket. Come 
and bring your family for this 
great night of fellowship and 
mission outreach. You don’t 
need to sign up, just show up! 

January collection 

Kick-off the new year with our 
January Habit of the Heart! 
Please bring canned soup for 
PATH (People Attempting to 
Help) during the month. In 
many ways, America is the 
land of opportunity, but for 
one in six people hunger is a 
daily reality. Texas is one of 
ten states that have a higher 
rate of daily food instability 
than the U.S. average. Bring a 
few cans each Sunday in 
January to help our neighbors 
and our community! 

Rahab’s Retreat fundraiser 

Rahab’s Retreat will have their 
tenth annual fundraising 
dinner at 6 p.m. Jan. 27 at 
Maude Cobb Convention 
Center in Longview. There will 
be amazing food, an auction, 
great entertainment and 
inspiring moments. If you 
would like to be at one of 
Marvin’s sponsor tables, 
contact Melissa Brigman or 
Leigh Ann Taylor by Jan. 13. 

Save the dates 

Great Day of Service | March 
25 

Methodist Mission Week | 
June 17-23 

ABOVE, METHODIST CHILDREN’S HOME FOSTER KIDS PARTY;  
BELOW, CHRISTMAS CARD PARTIES AT HIWAY 80 RESCUE MISSION 
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Missions 

Missionary family  

welcomes new baby 

Congratulations to Rev. Alfred 
and Anna Njau on the birth of a 
son named MARVIN on Dec. 4! 
Big sisters are Keren and Kaitlyn. 
Alfred is the pastor of Amazing 
Grace United Methodist Church 
in Tanzania, along with being a 
district superintendent and 
bishop’s assistant. 

Bonner Bees update 

This is our favorite time of the year! 
We get to bless the students and 
staff at Bonner yet again.  

The clothes closet was restocked with 
winter clothes, coats, beanies, etc. 
Shopping for these things and knowing 
they will be very appreciated is our 
favorite part of it all. As always, they are so 
grateful and joyful when receiving these gifts. 

The Bonner staff had a Christmas music trivia game they all played one 
day, and had a chance to win a gift card. We were able to provide ten 
gift cards to various places like Chick-fil-a, Sonic, Cheddar’s, Target, 
Starbucks and many other restaurants. 

Also, Bonner had their Jingle Bell Run. Students came after school and 
enjoyed many fun activities. Marvin Church provided jingle bell 
necklaces, cookies and glow-in-the-dark bracelets. Santa also made an 
appearance! 

It is always rewarding to watch the children have fun outside of school 
and come together as a community. They always participate and the 
staff goes above and beyond to make sure they have a great time. 

Santa visited The Hamptons 
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Adults 

Kids 

Women on a Mission groups 

Susanna Wesley | The meeting will be at 10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 16, 
Martin Luther King Day. Chaplain Laurie Tuttle from the Billy Moore 
Correctional Center in Overton will present Caring for our Men. 
We will meet at Connie Seale’s home, 1428 Drexel Place. All are 
welcome! Bring a friend for the start of a great new year! For more 
information contact Martha Griffith (903.530.6125). 

Amazing Grace | All Marvin women are invited to join us at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 17, as Kara and Jonathan Story introduce our new 
hymnals, Our Great Redeemer's Praise. Learn what has changed 
and what hymns have been added. We will also hear a little 
about worship and the new path God has for Marvin Church. 
Want to make new friends and be involved in mission projects? 
We’ll meet at the home of Linda Armstrong, 322 W. Fourth Street. 
For more information, contact Ann Head (903.279.9979). 

Young adults 
Adults ages 18 to 35 are invited to join Rev. Jacob 
Joiner for The Absolute Basics of the Wesleyan Way.  

The class meets at 9:45 a.m. in the Explore Room 222. 

 

What a beautiful gift to celebrate Jesus! We get to 
experience him in the humblest of ways-from the 
hearts and mouths of little children! On Dec. 11, our 
Marvin Kids and Littles shared this beautiful story! Sixty 
children came together to act, sing and portray the 
story of Jesus' birth. With stable animals, wise men, 
shepherds, angels and a two-week-old Baby Jesus, it 
was a beautiful evening presented by our children.  

We collected small stuffed animals for a Marvin team 
to deliver to kids in Africa in summer of 2023.  

Following the presentation, families and kids gathered 
in Pirtle for fun with bingo and delicious cookies and 
cocoa! Prizes and laughter and shouts of "bingo!" 
were heard throughout Pirtle Hall!  

A very special thanks to all of our staff, team, and 
parents who helped make this event possible!  

We also have an exciting update on our third-floor 
renovation! We are nearing the end of our process 
and have received such abundant support! We can't wait to reveal the updates to you very soon! Our ministry 
is grateful for the help and support we have received from so many families. God is doing a work in our kids and 
we are grateful and ready for more!  

As we kick off a new year, we are excited to welcome new families to our ministry! If you are interested in 
connecting, text KIDS to 90382 or find us on social media at @marvinkidstyler. We love our Marvin Kids and 
families and look forward to all the Lord has for us in 2023!  

Night at the Nativity 
 



Kids Kids 



Grace and Jake 
Roach, Ellis and Ruthie 

 

Pam and Richard 
Bengtson  
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Baby’s First Christmas 


