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Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm.  

Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully  

to the work of the Lord, because you know that  

your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
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YOUR ANNUAL REPORT

Thank you for giving! ALL IN 
1 CORINTHIANS 15:58

ALL IN THE MUSIC 
Kristen Arnette’s Story 
My sweet 85-year-old dad adores music, so 
we were excited to have him accompany 
us to the performance of Handel’s Messiah 
last December. He does, however, have 
dementia. The thoughts, memories and ideas 
that once were expressed so fluidly now 
mostly fail to make an appearance. But on 
this night, the Holy Spirit stepped in, and the 
floodgates of music and lyrics were opened.

Although he typically can’t recall the day 
of the week, what year it is, or even hold a 
simple conversation, my dad began singing 
along with a confident knowledge of the 
Messiah’s lyrics.  My dad “conducted” from 
his seat, keeping time with Kara Story and 
her orchestra. Most importantly, my dad 
was experiencing prayer again as he did 
in the Methodist church of his childhood in 
Birmingham, Alabama and the Methodist 
church of my childhood in Houston, Texas. 

In this season of my dad’s life, one of the 
ways my dad is experiencing Christ is through 
music. With a grateful heart, I offer thanks 
to God for the blessing of Handel’s Messiah, 
to Kara Story, Jonathan Story, the Marvin 
Chancel Choir and musicians, and for the 
chance to hold my dad’s hand as the  
Holy Spirit touched him.

At the border with YWAM, South Texas

Choir and orchestra on Easter Sunday in the sanctuaryDr. Baker, Palm SundayRecording a podcast

Marvin Students in New Orleans Reading with Marvin Kids

Great Day of Service in action



ALL IN  RUNNING THE RACE Momentum ALL IN  FOLLOWING JESUS

ALL IN  SERVICE Missions/Outreach

ALL IN  GENEROSITY

To position  
ourselves for  
success and to  
dream big into  
the future

To reach out 
and help our 
neighbors 
in times of  
great need.                    

God has called 
us to be good 
stewards of  
everything  
entrusted to us

To grow disciples to  
share the love and 
hope of Christ

• 28 people have experienced emotionally 
healthy discipleship. These classes – 
Emotionally Healthy Spirituality and 
Emotionally Healthy Relationships–  
will be offered again as a part of the 
2022-23 Midweek curriculum.

• 25 people have been trained in Banded 
Discipleship (micro groups), resulting in 
seven new Band Groups and others to  
be formed.

• Four new Class Meetings (small groups) 
began in January, with a total of 43 
people involved. Since then two new 
Class Meetings have been trained, with 
a total of 15 people involved.

• With the addition of Elizabeth Aranguren 
and Stephen Hughes our children and  
student ministries are fully staffed, resulting 
in immediate spiritual and numerical 
growth among our young families

• Easter in Bergfeld Park has become one of 
the great opportunities of Marvin to engage 
with the community with two straight years 
reaching nearly 800 people each year

• Brandi Stephens and Jacob Joiner  
are set to join our clergy staff this  
summer bringing diverse gifts and 
leadership to Marvin

• The Director of Music and Fine Arts  
position was filled by Kara Story and  
she has quickly brought energy and  
skill to worship leadership in traditional 
worship

• Collaborated with 57 mission partners

• Involved 1,565 members in hands-on  
missions

• Assisted 101 families through the Dollar Club 
and NOAH Ministry

• Supported 12 missionaries, serving worldwide

• Invited Vida Abundante Church to share 
space on the Marvin campus

Coming out of a global pandemic, Marvin 
Church set an aggressive budget for 2021 in 
the amount of $4,306,000. Although giving 
fell slightly short of budget, your generosity 
nevertheless helped us collect 97.4 percent 
of our budget and allowed us to close 2021 
with a surplus of $91,101.

Our Sanctuary Organ 
After an extensive review of the condition of 
our present organ and options available to 
address those concerns, ten members of 
the Organ Committee recommended to 
the Administrative Council that replacement 
of the current organ was Marvin’s best 
course of action. The organ manufacturer 
Orgues Létourneau was selected to build 
our new organ at a cost of $2.1 million (with 
additional installation costs estimated to be 
$400,000 for a total project cost of $2.5 million).

Through a lead gift of $1.2 million, from the 
Hibbs Family  in memory of Jeanne Hibbs, and 
your generous gifts, pledges and gifts totaling 
$2.3 million were given through April 2022.

Eternal Flame
Through the Eternal Flame Fund, your 
generosity has supported major current 
expenditures in our prioritized long-range 
maintenance program.

• Our project to repair the sanctuary 
steeple continues as we have replaced 
our original roofing contractor and 
begun further negotiations with our 
insurance carrier

• Additionally, three new air handlers 
have been proactively replaced in the 
first quarter of 2022

Remodel Campaign for Third Floor
In a joint effort between our children’s ministry 
parents and the Marvin Trustees, our third 
floor children’s area will be updated with fresh 
paint, carpeting and updated common areas.
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Discipleship

Your gifts to support the 
operating budget: 
 $4,193,676

Your gifts to support Missions  
(beyond the budget): 

$307,161

Your gifts to support the 
Eternal Flame Fund: 
$353,910

Your gifts to the Marvin UMC  
Foundation: 
$214,002

Your gifts for other projects: 
$341,815 

Discipleship 
Pathway
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Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably  

more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

His power that is at work within us, to Him  

be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 

Amen. 

Ephesians 3:20-21

There is much to celebrate for the year 2021, 
chief among which is the creation of the 
Discipleship Pathway as a tool to get people 
moving towards a life that is Christ-centered. 
Emotionally Healthy Discipleship, Class Meetings 
and Band Groups are three new things that are 
a part of the Discipleship Pathway and that 
are instrumental in getting people moving.

• Purchased a new bus for Amazing Grace 
Church and School in Tanzania

• Supported Ukraine refugees with more than 
$32,000 in emergency aid

• Sent two mission teams to provide medical, 
dental and humanitarian aid on the Texas 
border

• Expanded our service outreach to include 
“Pop-Up Missions”

• Adopted a homeless neighbor through the 
Tyler Street Team (TST) by providing housing, 
transportation and mentorship.

Easter 2022 at Bergfeld Park Marvin Kids on Palm Sunday Marvin Sunday Night Students

Mission Week: Church Under the Bridge Great Day of Service gardening Imposition of Ashes: Ash Wednesday

As we continue on into 2022 one of 
our goals will focus on Sunday morning 
as an on-boarding process for deeper  
discipleship. We will also trickle down 
the Discipleship Pathway from church- 
wide (or adult) strategies into our  
student and children’s ministries. This 
will include both age-appropriate cultural 
impact at the program level and 
consideration of the scope of learning 
from birth to 12th grade: When a child 
moves through the life of our program 
ministries, what do we want them to 
know and who do we want them  
to be after high school?

The Discipleship Team understands our 
work to be a marathon, and is committed 
to an ongoing evaluative process. Our 
goal is transformation, or holiness; John 
Wesley called it Christian perfection. 
We call it Christ-centered living. 


