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eflections from the lead pastor 

You may have read or heard this story before, but 
good stories are worth retelling, and the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas are certainly times for great 
stories.  

There was a young boy in a small community that 
desired more than anything to be in the annual 
Christmas play at his local church. The young man 
was not the brightest of students and not the most 
confident when it came to memorizing lines. His 
enthusiasm to participate, however, finally won over 
the reluctant director who looked for the simplest role 
he could play, that of the innkeeper. 

When the night of the Christmas pageant finally 
arrived, the little church was filled as many in the 
community came out for the annual event. At the 
moment when Mary and Joseph came and knocked 
on the inn door, the whole cardboard village of 
Bethlehem shook as the boy struggled to open the 
cut-out door. Finally, he opened the door, and with a 
little coaching from the director, blurted out his two 
lines, “All the rooms are full. There is no room for you 
here!” 

What happened next was memorable and worthy of 
reflection. As the couple sorrowfully walked away, the 
young boy caught up with them and shouted out 
with a voice that all could hear, “Wait a minute. 
Come back! You can have my room.” Though not in 
the script, the boy’s spontaneous offer of hospitality 
truly captured the appropriate response to God’s gift 
of Christ at Christmas.  

I like this story because it reminds me of the 
importance of leaving room in my life during Advent 
and Christmas for spontaneity, generosity and the 
making of intentional space during the holidays for 
devotional moments with Jesus. Now this may sound 
strange coming from a pastor, but the Advent season 
can often be filled with so many good activities and 
church events that I sometimes miss intimate 
connections with Jesus. Like the young innkeeper, I 
sometimes find myself unintentionally saying through 
my activity “the day is full; there is no room for you 
here.”  

Recently, I’ve been reading a book by John Eldredge 
entitled Get Your Life Back. In the book he talks about 
his relationship with two horses that he owns and 
cares for daily. He states that what he likes about 
raising horses is that they don’t let you get away with 
much. In his words, “If you show up hurried and 
distracted and try to rush the time of interaction, they 

don’t 
cooperate. If 
you are 
angry, they 
pick up on it. 
If you don’t 
want to be 
there, they 
sense that 
too. Horses 
exist outside 
of our mad world, so if you want to enjoy a good 
relationship with them, you must slow down and be 
fully present, stepping into their world.” Relaxed and 
“fully with them,” they are happy to be with you. 
Eldredge believes that our relationship with God is 
similar. If we slow down, take a holy pause and open 
our soul to him, he meets us and fills us with his 
presence. 

Dear Marvin family, will you join me in praying that as 
we fill our calendars with many of the activities shared 
in this newsletter, we will be especially attentive to 
making room in our hearts for Jesus? 

You may need to deviate this year from your usual 
holiday script and embrace some time alone with the 
Lord. Remember the words from Jesus as recorded in 
Revelation 3:20, “I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in ….” 

After 12 consecutive years of spending Christmas with 
my mother here in Tyler, this year will be different. And 
because of two new recent grandbaby births, our 
children and their families will not be traveling to Tyler 
for our usual Christmas year with them. This is just to 
say that Christmas will be a little different this year. The 
church’s disaffiliation has also added extra 
responsibilities with the transition and several 
relationship changes. Like many of you who have 
faced life changes this year, I seek to be attentive to 
my grief and losses while asking God to visit me in a 
special way this Christmas. I pray for eyes to see and 
a heart to connect with our loving King.  

I look forward to seeing you in church during 
December. 

Sharing the journey, 

DR. DOUG BAKER 
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Our church-wide message series Lessons from the 
Family Tree begins. 

 
Free lunchtime concerts start at 12:05 p.m. each 
Wednesday in the sanctuary. Lunch is available ($5) 
in Pirtle Hall following each concert. 

• Nov. 30 | Class Reunion Quartet 

• Dec. 7 | Tyler Junior College choirs 

• Dec. 14 | Robinson Handbells 

• Dec. 21 | Jeff MacMullen, baritone 

 
Our annual Christmas celebration for East Texas foster 
families of the Methodist Children’s Home on 
Saturday morning, Dec. 10. If you would like to 
volunteer the day of the party, contact Shannon 
Pogue in the Missions office.  

 
Celebrate Christmas joy as our kids share the story of 
Jesus’ birth at 5 p.m. Dec. 11. See page 11 for info. 

-  
This joint project with Vida Abundante UMC provides 
gifts to select families in need. Sign up to work a two-
hour shift! Get more information on page 5. 

 

Join us at the 8:30 and 11 o'clock sanctuary services 
Dec. 18. The Chancel Choir and orchestra will present 
the story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the 
Messiah and the birth of Jesus in nine short Bible 
readings interspersed with Christmas carols, hymns 
and music. 

 
Bring your whole family and spend a couple of hours 
making Christmas gifts for Salvation Army residents. 

 
Christmas is supposed to be special and something 
we all look forward to, but it can be a difficult time of 
year for many. Join Rev. Brandy Stevens at 5:30 p.m. 
Dec. 21 in the chapel for a service of hope and 
healing and to celebrate the promise of eternal life. 
God has given us Christmas as a time for healing and 
peace. This year could be the year you look forward 
to a time of peace once again. 

 
We'll have one joint service at 10 a.m. in the 
sanctuary with lots of Christmas songs to share. 

 
Worship at 8:30 and 11 in the sanctuary and in Core 
on this first official Sunday as part of the Global 
Methodist Church. All services will feature Wesley’s 
Covenant Renewal service. 

 
Core Dec. 23 | Can’t make it on Christmas 
Eve? Core will offer its annual Christmas Eve Eve 
service at 6 p.m. 

Sanctuary services Dec. 24 | Celebrate the 
season at one of the beautiful Christmas Eve 
services with candles and Communion. Services 
will be held at 5, 7, 9 and 11 p.m. (no choir at 9 
or 11 o’clock). The 5 o'clock service will 
livestream on Facebook and YouTube. Child 
care is available at 5 and 7 p.m. 

Core Dec. 24 | Celebrate Christmas in modern 
style with Core, candles and Communion. 
Services will be at 4 and 6 p.m. The 6 o'clock 
service will livestream on Facebook and 
YouTube. Child care is available for both 
services. 
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Stewardship 

Your gifts have an impact 

A new organ 

We are thrilled to announce that $2,497,207.24 in pledges and gifts 
have been given for Marvin’s new Letourneau organ. We are blessed 
to have ministry partners who help us bring people to Christ through 
music and worship, and we believe the new organ will play a key role in 
this mission. The organ campaign goal is $2.5 million, with $2.1 for the 
organ and $400,000 for installation. We are very close! 

Third floor remodel for kids and students 

The third floor children’s wing renovations are taking shape! The walls are 
freshly painted, coffee bar is configured, Smart TVs installed and the entire 
floor received new carpet. We anticipate the arrival of brand new 
furniture this month to put the finishing touches on this project. 

This re-imagined space was funded through generous contributions from 
30 households, the Marvin Church Foundation and Board of Trustees. We 
can’t thank our generous givers enough for their prayers and financial 
support. It’s a collective effort that drove such a positive change. 

We encourage you to make the trip up to the third floor to see the progress 
that has been made possible through your generosity. Our children are the 

future of our church and we look forward to settling them into their new space 
in the new year! 

            A transformational legacy gift 

Marvin Methodist Church is thrilled to be a beneficiary of a June Flock legacy 
gift. June was a respected member of this community and a member of 

Marvin Church for almost 70 years. She and her husband, attorney Jack 
Flock, were married in the sanctuary in December 1954 and attended the 
Friendly Sunday School class. In June’s later years she was unable to 
attend church but watched Marvin worship services on television.  

Her transformational legacy gift of $1,750,000 will impact lives for Christ 
throughout the region and world. June’s gift will sow seeds of faith by 

growing the Marvin Methodist Church Foundation, benefitting campus 
improvements/maintenance, benefiting missions and Foundation board-

directed projects. Some monies will be directed immediately to help 
Marvin’s international and local mission partners as well as improving outreach 

and evangelism to the growing downtown urban residential community.  

Legacy gifts live on for decades beyond one’s lifetime, as June’s will, by transforming lives for Christ through 
Marvin Church. 

 

Your gifts impact annual church ministries and missions. 

Thank you for giving to the annual budget of your church. Your gifts throughout the year support church 
ministries and missions. Prayerfully consider December gifts to help the church end the year in a strong financial 
position as we begin a new year. 

Thank you for giving so generously to support God’s work and the ministries of Marvin Church. 

Your gifts make ministry and mission happen. 
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Missions 

Marvin Missions is collecting toys to be used in our Christmas Joy 
ministry! Gifts need to be new and unwrapped, ranging in value from 
$10 to $20, for infants through teenagers. Bring your donations to the 
Missions Office. Thank you, mission hearts! 

Christmas Joy blesses children at Christmas. Select 

families in need will be invited to come to Christmas 

Joy located this year in the Marvin gym Dec. 14–17. 

The families will select new gifts for each of their 

children, a filled handmade Christmas stocking and a 

gift for their family. They will also receive spiritual care 

and prayer. This year we are adding a gift wrap 

option for families! 

Here’s how you can be involved: 

Gifts  

We need to come up with hundreds of new 

unwrapped gifts for parents to choose from! Gifts 

need to be between $10 and $20 in value. We need 

gifts for babies all the way through teenagers. Marvin 

Missions will collect these gifts between now and the 

event dates. Toy collections would be a great 

Sunday School or group project! 

Volunteers  

This project will be staffed by volunteers serving in  

two-hour shifts. We will need shoppers, wrappers, 

organizers, translators, set-up and take-down folks 

and people to pray with the families! This is a great 

mission activity for families! Christmas Joy will be open 

from 2–8 p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 

and 10 a.m.–2 p.m. on Saturday. This year we will use 

Sign-up Genius for volunteers. The QR code will take 

you straight to the volunteer website, or you can 

always contact Shannon Pogue in the Missions office 

(903.510.8321) to see what shifts are open. 

Other needs 

New or like-new Christmas bags, shirt boxes and tissue 

paper. We have a source for wrapping paper, so we 

won’t need any this year. 
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Missions 

Bonner Elementary update 
The book vending 
machine has arrived at 
Bonner! Thanks to our 
Missions Team and 
Marvin Women on a 
Mission for making this 
possible! 

Once again, trunk or 
treat had a great 
turnout this year! Thank 
you to all Marvin folks 
who came out and 
decorated their trunks. 
Lots of students and kids 
from the neighborhood 
came and participated 
in the games and had a 
blast. The top three 
decorated trunks 
received gift cards to 
Stanley’s BBQ! 

In November, Bonner 
had a parent 
involvement night 
where they played 
bingo and had a 
drawing for gift baskets. 
Marvin provided food 
and snacks for this fun 
event. 

We always look forward 
to the holidays, 
especially when we get 
a chance to do 
something nice for the 
staff. We are very 
appreciative of the 
hard work they put in 
and we love to show 
our gratitude. The 
teachers had a 
friendsgiving feast 
before their fall break 
and we provided 
turkey, ham and 
dressing! 

 

Honoring our veterans Nov. 11 

Christmas Offering for Missions 

Our annual Christmas tradition of 

giving to support mission projects 

during Advent features four ministries 

this year: 

• Methodist Children’s Home | A 

Methodist ministry that offers 

residential care, foster parenting 

and family education. 

• St. Paul Children’s Services | One of 

our partner ministries that provides 

superior health care for children in 

need (medical, dental, vision and 

counseling) 

• Rahab’s Retreat | A faith-based 

recovery home for women and 

children serving victims of sex 

trafficking, abuse and addiction. 

• Amazing Grace UMC School | Our 

sister church in Dar Es Salaam, 

Tanzania, wants to expand their 

school that reaches families in the 

surrounding community. 

You will receive a letter in the mail 

during the first week of December 

giving more information about these 

ministries. Just mark your donation 

“Christmas Offering for Missions.” Thank 

you, mission hearts!

December Serve Night

Our December Serve Night will be at 6 

p.m. Monday, Dec. 19, in in Pirtle Hall. 

We’ll make small Christmas gifts that 

will be given to approximately 200 

people staying at the Salvation Army 

on Christmas Day. This is just one of the 

multitude of ways that our church 

reaches out to those experiencing 

homelessness. 

This is a great holiday service 

opportunity for all ages! You don’t 

need to sign up, just show up!

Christmas card parties

Marvin will sponsor Christmas card 

parties at Gateway to Hope (10

’ 
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You will receive a letter in the mail 

during the first week of December 

giving more information about these 

ministries. Just mark your donation 

“Christmas Offering for Missions.” Thank 

you, mission hearts! 

December Serve Night 

Our December Serve Night will be at 6 

p.m. Monday, Dec. 19, in in Pirtle Hall. 

We’ll make small Christmas gifts that 

will be given to approximately 200 

people staying at the Salvation Army 

on Christmas Day. This is just one of the 

multitude of ways that our church 

reaches out to those experiencing 

homelessness.  

This is a great holiday service 

opportunity for all ages! You don’t 

need to sign up, just show up! 

Christmas card parties 

Marvin will sponsor Christmas card 

parties at Gateway to Hope (10-11:30 

a.m.) and Triumph Village (3-

4:30 p.m.) on Thursday, Dec. 8. 

Each party will feature food, music, 

a devotional, games, a visit from 

Santa, plus the opportunity to send 

Christmas cards to family and 

loved ones.  

If you would like to help with one or 

both card parties, contact Shannon in 

the Missions office (903.592.7396 or 

spogue@marvinumc.com). 

Christmas event in Kilgore 

The Marvin Student Ministry will have a 

game booth at the Hiway 80 Christmas 

Carnival from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 

Saturday, Dec. 17, at Kilgore College. 

This is a joint event for the Tyler and 

Longview outreach programs. It will be 

a great event! 

Santa for Missions 

Santa is available to come to your 

home, business or school to spread 

cheer! We ask for a minimum 

donation of $50 for 30 minutes. 

Proceeds go to the St. Paul Children’s 

Services Clinics.  

Contact Santa’s scheduler Mary 

Gammell (903.561.7119) for info. Dates 

fill up quickly, so be sure to reserve your 

visit now! 
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Adults 
CHANCEL CHOIR 

ENRICHMENT 

In memory of Mary 

Francis Griffiths 

Karen McBee 

In memory of Curtis 

Mewbourne 

Sandy Byerly 

Gail & Harry 

Wallace 

Diane & Andy Wall 

In memory of Bill 

Woodward 

Margaret & Tommy 

Stewart 

CORE WORSHIP 

In memory of 

Joseph C. Ulrich 

Karen McBee 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CARE: 

In honor of Doug 

Baker 

Geraldine Edwards 

ETERNAL FLAME 

In honor of the 

pastors at Marvin 

Paula & John Perkins 

In honor of Doug 

Baker and Gerry 

Giles 

Anita Nourse 

In honor of Laura & 

Gerry Giles 

Seekers Class 

In memory of Libby 

Adcock 

Sandy Byerly 

In memory of Ruby 

Baker 

Sandy Byerly 

Karen McBee 

Carol & Jim 

Pendleton 

Gail & Harry 

Wallace 

In memory of Tom 

Eckert 

Donna & Gene 

Bennett 

Mary & Ron 

Gammell 

Ken Horne 

Ovada Horne 

Jan & Jim Knowles 

Deanna Olson 

Unity Sunday School 

Class 

Gail & Harry 

Wallace 

Bill Wiggins 

Charlotte Wilson 

In memory of Bruce 

Fox 

Benji & Greg Guinn 

In memory of Mary 

Frances Griffiths 

Ann & Brad 

Brookshire 

 

In memory of 

Mildred Hill 

Elaine & Steve 

Pickett 

In memory of Curtis 

Mewbourne and 

Foster Murphy 

Benji & Greg Guinn 

In memory of Dan 

Olson 

Karen & Tommy 

Campbell 

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy 

Corriher 

Benji & Greg Guinn 

Barbara & John 

Merritt 

Anne & Garth 

Pattullo 

Carol & Jim 

Pendleton 

Marilyn Richey 

Lori & Eric Smith 

Unity Sunday School 

Class 

Gail & Harry 

Wallace 

Kathy & Alan 

Wilkerson 

Sandy Wilson 

In memory of Don 

Osada 

Sandy Byerly 

Anne & Garth 

Pattullo 

Carol & Jim 

Pendleton 

In memory of 

Mildred Plummer 

Ann & Brad 

Brookshire 

In memory of Polly 

Richardson 

Sandy Byerly 

Gail & Harry 

Wallace 

In memory of 

Watson Simons Jr. 

Sally & Dick Davis 

In memory of Alice 

Smith 

Mary & Ron 

Gammell 

Deanna Olson 

In memory of Pat 

Taylor 

Rosemary Day 

In memory of Bill 

Woodard 

Judy & Bruce Carter 

Mary & Ron 

Gammell 

Deanna Olson 

FRIENDLY CLASS: 

In memory of Jack 

Hawkins 

Kathy & Alan 

Wilkerson 

MARVIN UMC 

FOUNDATION 

In memory of Veta 

Beal, Bill Byerly, 

Mary Hammond, 

Dan Olson and Betty 

Sizemore 

Sandy Byerly 

In memory of June 

Flock 

Gina & Doug Baker 

In memory of 

Elizabeth Sutton 

Gail & Harry 

Wallace 

MISSIONS 

In honor of Karyn 

Hacker 

Anne & Garth 

Pattullo 

In memory of Tom 

Eckert, Sandy 

Barker, Harold 

Beaird, H.T. Hyde, 

Dan Olson and Dora 

Wilkins 

Diane & Andy Wall 

In memory of Kris 

Roesch 

Gail & Harry 

Wallace 

MUSIC 

In honor of Kara & 

Jonathan Story 

Anita Nourse 

Gail & Harry 

Wallace 

In memory of 

Jeannie Hibbs 

Gail & Harry 

Wallace 

In memory of Lanier 

Richey 

Marilyn Richey 

NEW ORGAN 

In memory of Mrs. 

Carnes, Wilson 

Cozby, Mary Kay & 

Bill Lust, Dan Olson 

and Shirley 

Lancaster Reed 

Lisa Alverson 

In memory of Bill 

Byerly 

Sandy Byerly 

In memory of Judy 

York 

Lisa Alverson 

Sandy Byerly 

Gail & Harry 

Wallace 

WOMEN ON A 

MISSION 

In honor of Mary 

Ann Eckert, Pat Day, 

Brandy Stevens and 

Deanna Olson and 

in memory of Tom 

Eckert and Dan 

Olson 

Susanna Wesley 

Circle 

Memorials and gifts as of Nov. 11 

Women on a Mission meetings 

Susanna Wesley 

All are welcome to join the Susanna Wesley group 
for their annual Christmas program. What a 
Christmas blessing we will have as Jonathan and 
Kara Story present a Musical Christmas from the 
Heart at 10 a.m. Monday, Dec. 12, at the home of 
Paula Bates. For additional information and 
directions, please contact Connie Seale 
(903.530.4427) or Martha Griffith (903.530.6125).  

Amazing Grace 

The Amazing Grace ladies group will spread 
Christmas cheer during their annual Christmas 
caroling at Aria Copeland Retirement Home (5317 
New Copeland Road). Please meet at 5:30 p.m. at 
Atria on Tuesday, Dec. 13. Following caroling, we 
will share fellowship time at the home of Ann Head. 
Contact Ann (903.279.9979) for information and 
directions. All voices are welcome! Invite a friend! 

FALL FOR JESUS—MARVIN WOMEN AND FRIENDS ENJOYED A 
BEAUTIFUL FALL GETAWAY AT LAKEVIEW METHODIST 
CONFERENCE CENTER NOV. 11 AND 12. 

Marvin members honored 
Congratulations to Paula Bates and Rick Jett who 
were recognized for 40 years of continuous 
volunteer service to Hospice of East Texas.  

“Paula Bates and Rick Jett embody the values of 
selfless service, dedication and compassion that 
have been the hallmarks of Hospice of East Texas 
for four decades,” according to the Hospice 
program.  

Adults 
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Marvin Church 

300 W. Erwin Street 

Tyler, TX 75702 

903.592.7396 
Facebook.com/ 

Marvin.UMC 

info@ 

marvinumc.com 

MarvinUMC. 

com 

Oct. 16............................ 659 

Oct. 23............................ 686 

Oct. 30............................ 681 

Nov. 6 ............................. 717 

Nov. 13 ........................... 669 

Financial update through September Attendance 

 Oct. budget Oct. actual YTD budget YTD actual 

Gifts received/other income $   348,352 $  369,867 $ 3,196,199 $3,151,670 

Expenditures $   352,741 $  376,204 $ 3,713,156 $3,511,805 

Excess/(shortage) $    (4,389) $   (6,337) $  (516,957) $(360,135) 

Contact the church 

Students Students 

Middle school retreat 
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Kids 
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Kids 

Our Marvin Kids and Littles are awesome and we 
have loved having a semester of growth and spiritual 
development in God! Between Midweek Bible study, 
Sunday School and EDGE (fifth-grade small group), 
God is stretching the faith of our kids and working in 
their lives. Heading into the new year, we hope you’ll 
join us! 

Fall Family Fun Night 

Wrapping up the fall, we had loads of fun, candy and 
people at our Fall 
Family Fun Night this 
year! Our parking lots 
held more than 2,000 
children and families 
from the community 
as we fellowshipped 
with all the festivities! 
Carnival rides, a 
petting zoo, a 
hayride, games and 
food—a night of 
excitement indeed!  

This event is not 
possible without our 
faithful support from 
you! We are grateful 
for every one who 
helped serve during 
this event. If you 
donated candy, 
cokes, your time or 
financial support, we 
appreciate you! 

And a special thanks 
to our Children’s 
Ministry Team for their 
hard work in serving 
our kids and families! 
The Fall Family Fun 
Night brings our 
church together as 
the body of Christ for 
each other and our 
neighbors. God is 
doing a work in us! 

We need stuffies! 

As we prepare for the 
season of advent, our 

kids prepare for A Night at the Nativity. This year, 
following the play presentation by elementary and 
pre-K friends, families will enjoy cookies, cocoa and 
bingo—a new tradition together! We will have prizes 
and lots of laughter!  

We are also collecting small stuffed animals (ex. TY 
Beanie Babies, mini Squishmallows) for our mission 
team to take to Africa this summer. We hope to send 
lots of stuffies for the African children!  

Also in December, our nursery team receives love 
and encouragement from our kids and families with 
their stocking surprises! If you have been blessed by 
our nursery staff, write a note of encouragement and 
place in their stockings in the nursery area. 

Get involved! 

Our ministry grows and we are always looking for new 
families and volunteers to join us! To stay connected 
or get involved, text KIDS to 90382 and follow us on 
social media:  

• @marvinkidstyler (Instagram)  

• @marvinkids (Facebook). 

NIGHT AT THE NATIVITY—CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS JOY AS 
OUR KIDS SHARE THE STORY OF JESUS' BIRTH! NIGHT AT 
THE NATIVITY WILL BE AT 5 P.M. DEC. 11. JOIN US AFTER 
FOR COCOA AND BINGO. BRING A SMALL STUFFED 
ANIMAL (BEANIE BABY SIZE) AS WE COLLECT FOR OUR 
AFRICA MISSION TRIP NEXT YEAR. WE CAN'T WAIT TO 
SHARE JESUS AND THE FUN WITH OUR MARVIN KIDS AND 
FAMILIES! 

Awesome Marvin kids and littles 
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Poinsettia/blanket orders 
Donate a poinsettia or blanket in memory or honor of a 
loved one. Poinsettias will decorate the sanctuary and 
blankets will be distributed by local agencies to people 
in need. Cost is $20 each. You can order at 
MarvinUMC.com (add $1 each convenience fee for 
internet orders) or pick up an order form at the 
Welcome Center. The order deadline is noon Dec. 12. 

300 W. Erwin Street 
Tyler, TX 75702 

Address Service Requested 

Dessy and Don Ellen Melanie and John Mills 

Kim and Jim Short Chorine Wilson 

Dayna Mayer and Joe Woelkers  

Julie Harris  

(photo not available) 

Welcome to Marvin 

Donate a new hymnal 

Honor or remember someone 
special by purchasing one or 
more new hymnals at a cost of 
$31 each. Note “hymnal” with 
your gift. 

In connection with Marvin’s 
transition to the Global Methodist 
Church, we will replace current 
hymnals with new ones from 
Seedbed Publishing.  


